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ABSTRACT 



The preparation and qualifications of Pennsylvania 
vocational education (VE) teachers were examined in a statewide survey. 

Survey instruments were mailed to all 152 practicing VE teachers in 
Pennsylvania who had received a Pennsylvania Vocational Instructional II 
Certificate in 1990-1998. Thirty-four (22.37%) of the VE teachers completed 
questionnaires. Thirty (88%) of the respondents had worked in their 
occupational field for 5 or more years before becoming a teacher. Fifteen 
(44.1%) had a four-year degree or higher, and 97.1% were teaching in the 
occupational field in which they are certified. Twenty-six (78.8%) considered 
themselves well prepared or very well prepared to implement state or school 
district curriculum and performance standards, and 97.0% reported feeling 
well prepared or very well prepared to delivery instruction utilizing 
effective teaching methods. However, 4 of the 16 respondents who answered the 
question about the adequacy of existing teacher education stated that teacher 
education programs must provide more academic content for VE teachers . An 
in-depth study of a larger population of VE teachers was recommended to 
provide the information base needed for thorough assessment of VE teacher 
education program development in the 21st century. (Contains 17 references.) 
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PENNSYLVANIA VOCATIONAL TEACHER PREPAREDNESS: 
IMPLICATIONS FOR TEACHER DEVELOPMENT IN THE 21^^ CENTURY 
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teacher preparation to have a direct and immediate impact on vocational students. In its role, the State Board of 
Education has adopted changes to the governing rules for teacher preparation and qualification in the 
Commonwealth that will enable the State meet the classroom needs of the 2f* Century. In addition, Pennsylvania 
has initiated the Educational Technology: PA MOUS 2000 Training and Certification Program, a unique 



partnership initiative that has brought together Microsoft Corporation and organs of the State to train and certify 
the Commonwealth s teachers in cutting-edge technology for the classroom ( www.i2i.ore: www.pamertsineducation.com V 
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A survey questionnaire was developed, using information from the report of the Department of Education on 
teacher quality and Temple University's field-based, competency-based vocational teacher education program. 



Temple University is one of three institutions granted permission to prepare teachers for Pennsylvania'! 
instructional certificates. 
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Support systems - collaborative activities, teacher networks, administrative, community and parental support 

Teaching methods and skills 

Technology - evaluation, selection and integration. 



The key findings are presented under two categories: summary of the situational data and implications of the 
findings for teacher preparation. 
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mplications of findings for teacher preparation 
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examined teacher preparation and qualifications in the public schools and found that a large number of teachers 
were not very well prepared to meet the challenges of the 21*‘ Century classroom. The US Government has taken 
several steps to improve the quality of teaching in the coming years. In a similar direction, the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania has adopted several initiatives to ensure the quality of teachers in the State in the 21*‘ Century. 
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